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Abstract:
The current warming in the relations between Cuba and
the United States might not provide the best prediction of
the long-term relationship. International relations
everywhere are in a condition of flux. A very recent
development of critical importance to foreign policies is
the widespread disillusionment among the citizenry in
the United States (as shown in the Primaries for both
political parties) and in Europe (as shown in Brexit).
An unease exists that national sovereignty, local
democracy, and living standards, are shrinking in the
shadow of international trade agreements and other
measures favoured in the so-called Washington
Consensus.
The larger context dates back to the arrival of the
colonial powers in the Caribbean from 1492.  Colonisation included the marginalisation of the
indigenous people, and the shipment in of Africans for plantation labour. Cuban Independence in the
19th century led to a growth in Cuban national consciousness, which in the 20th century clashed with
United States” foreign policy objectives in the Caribbean.  The Revolution in 1959 marked a
significant change in the relations between the two nations. An adversarial political and economic
policy towards Cuba still appears in an agenda in the US Congress. By contrast, Cuba and New
Zealand maintain amiable diplomatic and trade relations. The major export from New Zealand has so
far been dairy products. The tourist industry in Cuba may provide opportunities for joint investment,
particularly given New Zealand’s long experience in tourism.
About the Speaker:
Ambassador Alzugaray presented his credentials as the Ambassador of Cuba to New Zealand in 2015,
and is now accredited also to Fiji, Tuvalu, the Cook Islands, and Niue. A career diplomat, he joined
the Cuban Foreign Service after graduating in international relations at the Higher Institute of
International Relations in Havana in 1994. From 1997 to 1999 he studied the Chinese language at
Peking University. He has had three diplomatic postings to China: two at the Embassy of Cuba in
Beijing, and one in Shanghai as the Consul-General. His posting before his present position was as the
Deputy Director of the Department of Asia Pacific, in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Havana.
Transport Options:

Bus stops: Waterloo Quadrant, Symonds Street, and Britomart
Car parks: Victoria Street Car Park, and Owen Glenn Building UoA
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The NZIIA Auckland Branch welcomes those who are interested in international
affairs to sign up for membership. Members are entitled to receive the Institute's bi-
monthly magazine, The New Zealand International Review. (The normal non-member
annual subscription fee for the magazine is $45). We also email you the Branch's
notices for meetings and other activities which might be of your interest.
At the moment, our membership fees are as follows.
Regular:

e $50 (Before 30 June for a calendar year with six issues of the magazine)

e $25 (After 1 July for six months with three issues of the magazine)
Student:

e $40 (Before 30 June for a calendar year with six issues of the magazine)

e $20 (After 1 July for six months with three issues of the magazine)

To join the NZIIA Auckland Branch, please fill out the membership form below and
send it to us. If you have any questions, please contact us.
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| would like to become a member of the Auckland Branch of the NZIIA.

Enclosed is my cheque payable to NZIIA Auckland Branch (Student ID# ) or
Payment has been made to bank a/c 02-0159-0431793-000 (receipt attached)
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Phone: .....cooveevvveviennen, Fax: oo, Email: ...

Please advise if you want the Review sent to you electronically.



