IT'S NOT OK TO WAGE WAR AND WRECK THE PLANET!

Despite the hope for change the new Obama administration in the US is proving to be a loyal
servant of big business and the wars of empire.

Since the election President Obama and his Secretary of State Hillary Clinton have overseen a
continuation of the war in Iraq, trebling of military forces in Afghanistan, uncritical support for
the Israeli regime, the overthrow of a democratically elected President in Honduras and the
scuttling of any serious plan to confront global warming.

The economic crisis has seen a further deepening of the grotesque inequalities between and
within nations. This is the direct result of policies dubbed the "Washington Consensus"
designed to give as much power and freedom for big business as possible. In the ensuing
crisis it is the big banks that get bailed out while workers lose their homes and jobs.

Clinton arrives in New Zealand this week pushing her corporate globalisation agenda. She
wants a Pacific Free Trade Agreement and closer military ties between the US and New
Zealand. The nuclear free policy in NZ is no longer seen as a barrier to closer “intelligence”
sharing and military training to allow for even greater integration in the wars of empire. NZ
currently has SAS forces in Afghanistan and supports a US-led force that targets North Korea.

The recent “elections” in Afghanistan have revealed the regime to be simply a continuation of
the same corrupt, drug running, warlord dominated elites that the US allied itself to in the
overthrow of the Taliban. No progress has been made to bring about any real social or
economic progress to the country.

The war and occupation of Iraq continues with no end in sight. The US continues to build
military bases while promises “eventual” withdrawal. Hundreds of thousands of Iragis have
died and millions been driven into exile.

Opinion polls in both Iraq and Afghanistan show that a substantial majority of the population in
both countries want all foreign troops withdrawn.

The US military budget at over $600 billion annually is almost as great as the rest of the world
combined. It exports billions of dollars in war equipment to corrupt and brutal regimes around
the world. It has military bases in 130 countries.

Despite this expenditure on death and destruction the US and its Western allies have opposed
any meaningful expenditure to close the gaps between rich and poor in the world (including in
the fight against global warming).

Freedom is under threat around the world with the US exposed as a government that condones
torture. Pledges to close Guantanamo and the rendition programmes remain unfulfilled.
Warfare gets privatised and outside any democratic control. Drone missiles are used to
assassinate anyone deemed an enemy of the state without any accountability. Civilian deaths
are deemed “collateral damage”.

Let us make our voices load and clear!
It's not OK to wage war for oil and profit! It's not OK to torture and assassinate!
It's not OK to overthrow democratically elected governments! It’s not OK to wreck the planet!

GLOBAL PEACE AND JUSTICE AUCKLAND http://gpjanz.wordpress.com/

Subscribe to our weekly e-newsletter. Email mike@unite.org.nz
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OBAMA AND CLINTON

IT'S NOT OK

-To wage war for ol
-To kidnap & torture
-To support military coups
-To occupy other countries
-To wreck the planet
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